
 
 

 
  

 
      

      
  

     
    

          
   

      
       

        
       

  

   

    

  

   

 

 

 

 

Option 1 
Using Area Median Income 

Option 1: Using Area Median Income 
This document describes how to use Option 1, Area Median Income to determine a 
project’s required local match. The area median household incomes and populations of 
census tracts will be obtained from the US Census Bureau Website using the 2021 
American Community Survey 5 -year Estimates. 

Before you can determine your project’s required local match you first need to identify the 
½ mile buffer around your project. If you have not done so yet, you can find information 
on how to do this on the CCLGP website in the document called “START HERE: Determine 
the Half Mile Limits Around Your Project.” The document contains suggestions for how 
to use Google Maps to identify the limits around your project. Once you 
have determined the limits proceed with the directions below. 

1. Finding Local Match 

• Example project site: Bandini Canyon Park, San Pedro. 

• Go to: Explore Census Data 

• Type “B19013” in the search bar. 

• Select the first drop box down option, “B19013,” shown highlighted below. 
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2. Locate the dropdown list shown here and click on the arrow to open the list. 

3. Select the 2021: ACS 5-Year Estimates Detailed Tables 

4. Select the “Maps” tab from the ribbon. 
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5. Click on “Geography,” 

• Select “Census Tract,” and pause while it loads. 

6. Select “California,” pause while it loads. 
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7. Scroll down and select the county in which your project is located. This example 
uses Los Angeles County. (Although it is an option to pick “All Census Tracts 
within California,” it is not recommended as it will likely bog down your 
computer.) 

8. Select “All Census Tracts within Los Angeles County, California.  Pause for 
loading. 

• Click on the two arrows in the upper right corner of the page, “<<”, 
highlighted below. 

4 



 
 

   

   

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Now you can zoom in and find your project census tracts. 

• See the two tips below for making this easier. 

• TIP 1. To make road and highways more visible, click on “Basemap” on the 
toolbar and chose “Detailed.” 
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• TIP 2. Increase the transparency to see the roads better. Click on the 
“Colors” button on the toolbar, then slide the Transparency button. 

10. Now find the census tracts determined in Step 1 to be relevant to your project. 
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11. Start to fill in Table 1. Be sure to fill in which option you are using. 
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12. Now that you have Median Income you need to get the population of each 
tract.  To do this you will start the process again, searching for a different report. 

• Return to the starting point at: Explore Census Data 

• Type “B01003” in the search bar. 

13. Locate the dropdown list shown here and click on the arrow to open the list. 
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14. Select the 2021: ACS 5-Year Estimates Detailed Tables 

15. Select the “MAPS” tab from the ribbon 

16. Select the  “Geography” filter on the left. 
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17. Repeat the process you did early to show all the cencus tracts in a county. 
First select “Census Tract”. 

18. Select “California”. 
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19. Select the County you want, this example again uses “Los Angeles County.” 

20. Select, “All census tracts within Los Angeles County, California.” 

21. Click on “Maps” at the top of the ribbon. 
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22. Click on the “Dataset” button and choose 2021: ACS 5-Year Estimates Detailed 
Tables. 

23. After choosing the 2021: 5-Year Estimates Detailed Tables, you should see a map 
with this heading. 
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24. Your map should now show the population of each Census Tract based on the 
2021: ACS 5-year Estimate. You can use the “Basemaps” tab to show the roads, 
and the “Colors” tab to change the transparency and zoom in to find your 
census tracts. 
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25. Add the population data to Table 1 as shown below. The population data, and 
the table will compute the SOD of the Community Surrounding the Project. 

• The value in Column 5 is calculated as 73,787.83, which is rounded up to 
73,788 (for decimal places .4 or less round down and for decimal places of .5 
or greater round up.) 
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26. Use the SOD calculated in Table 1 to determine the Required Local Match 
percent using Table 2. 

You have computed the required local match using Option 1, Area Median Income. 

Note, some options may result in a smaller required local match. Applicants may choose 
to use the option that best represents their community. For more information, please see 
the section “Underserved Communities” of the Guidelines on the CCLGP website. 
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